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INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINE TESTING
WITH THERMAL SIMULATION OF
ADDITIONAL CYLINDERS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This document concerns an invention relating generally to
engine testing devices, and more specifically to engine testing
devices using single-cylinder test engines.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

As discussed in (for example) U.S. Pat. No. 6,708,557 to
Moskwa et al. (which is incorporated by reference herein, and
thus should be regarded as a part of this document), the
single-cylinder test engine (1CTE) has long been an impor-
tant and widely-used tool in engineering and development of
internal combustion engines. The 1CTE is typically a single
cylinder, piston and head taken from a multi-cylinder engine
(MCE), or having a design adapted from a MCE, and which is
used to simulate performance of an MCE on a smaller and
simpler scale. Since the 1CTE has only a single cylinder, it is
generally far less expensive and time-consuming to build and
modify when working out design challenges associated with
combustion chamber shape, timing, or other geometric and
thermodynamic issues, or to experimentally validate theoreti-
cal/computational performance predictions.

However, 1CTEs also carry numerous drawbacks. The
contributions of the missing cylinders and associated engine
components are sometimes critical to accurate simulation of
MCE performance, since the collective cylinders cooperate
synergistically. As an example, the inertia of the crankshaft,
and of the pistons of other cylinders, have an impact on the
performance of each cylinder—but since most of the crank-
shaft (and the other cylinders) are removed in a 1CTE, their
contribution is lacking. U.S. Pat. No. 6,708,557 addresses this
problem by providing a high-bandwidth transient dynamom-
eter wherein a processor (e.g., a computer, application spe-
cific integrated circuit, or other calculating device) simulates
the inertial contribution of additional “virtual” cylinders
added to a 1CTE, and causes the dynamometer to apply
appropriate loads or energy inputs to the 1CTE such that the
1CTE behaves as if the virtual cylinders were physically
present within the 1CTE (i.e., as if the ICTE was a MCE). In
similar respects, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/063,923
provides an adapter which modifies the air intake of the
1CTE, i.e., the air supplied to its intake valves, to respond as
if the 1CTE was present downstream from the intake mani-
fold in an MCE, and in parallel with the intake valves of all
other cylinders in an MCE.

However, despite these improvements, there are still other
aspects of MCE operation that are currently unaccounted for
in 1CTE testing activities. One important aspect is heat trans-
fer: the cylinder in a 1CTE does not receive the heat contri-
butions from the surrounding cylinders that would be present
in an MCE. While this often does not have a significant impact
onengine speed/load performance, it usually does have a very
significant impact on emissions: the emissions from a 1ICTE
cannot simply be “multiplied” four-fold, six-fold, or by some
other amount to obtain the equivalent emissions in the four-,
six-, or other cylinder MCE being simulated by the 1CTE.
Since researchers generally want the 1CTE’s operation to
replicate what would be expected in a corresponding MCE,
these drawbacks limit the utility of the information provided
by the 1CTE. This is particularly true since the study of
engine characteristics at low (idling) speeds, and during tran-
sient operation, is of significant interest in the study of fuel
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economy and emissions reduction, and the limitations of the
1CTE greatly hinder its usefulness for this purpose.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention involves an engine testing device which is
intended to at least partially solve the aforementioned prob-
lems. To give the reader a basic understanding of some of the
advantageous features of the invention, following is a brief
summary of preferred versions of the testing device. Since
this is merely a summary, it should be understood that more
details regarding the preferred versions may be found in the
Detailed Description set forth elsewhere in this document.
The claims set forth at the end of this document then define
the various versions of the invention in which exclusive rights
are secured.

Looking to the accompanying FIGURE of the drawings, a
schematic depiction of an exemplary version of the inven-
tion—an engine testing device 100—is shown. The engine
testing device 100 includes at least one cylinder 102 of an
internal combustion engine (i.e., at least a 1CTE), with the
cylinder 102 being shown bounded by a cylinder block 104
and a cylinder head 106 (both illustrated in phantom), and
with a (phantom) piston 108 shown spaced away from the side
of the cylinder 102 which it enters. Flow passages 110 are
defined in the cylinder block 104 adjacent the cylinder 102,
and a preferred arrangement is depicted in the FIGURE,
wherein the flow passages 110 are arrayed in a circumferen-
tial direction about the cylinder 102, and also in an axial
direction, so that they rest about at least those sides of the
cylinder 102 which would be adjacent other cylinders if the
cylinder 102 was present in a complete multi-cylinder inter-
nal combustion engine.

The flow passages 110 include inlets 112 which can supply
fluid to the flow passages 110, and outlets 114 which can
remove fluid from the flow passages 110. At least some of the
flow passages 110 have independently controllable fluid flow
therein, as by use of the valves 116 shown supplying the inlets
112 to the flow passages 110. In this manner, different flow
passages 110 may adapt their adjacent regions of the cylinder
block 104 to different temperatures, and thereby simulate the
presence of adjacent (but absent) cylinders, ones which
would be present if the cylinder 102 was part of a complete
MCE. Each flow passage 110 preferably has at least one of
independently controllable fluid flow rate and independently
controllable fluid flow temperature. In the exemplary version
of the testing device 100 shown in the FIGURE, each flow
passage 110 is supplied by first and second fluid supplies 118
and 120 which provide fluid at different temperatures, and
which are mixed in desired proportions and supplied to the
flow passages 110 at desired rates by adjustable connections
such as valves 116. (However, in the FIGURE, the first and
second fluid supplies 118 and 120 are only shown supplying
an axial row of flow passages 110, rather than all flow pas-
sages 110, for sake of clarity.)

A processor 122 is then provided which generates virtual
cylinder temperature data: data representing the temperatures
of one or more “absent” adjacent cylinders, that is, cylinders
which would be present adjacent the cylinder 102 if it was
present in an MCE. Thus, the virtual cylinders simulate the
performance of actual cylinders running in the internal com-
bustion engine adjacent the engine cylinder 102, if these
actual cylinders were indeed present (which they are not).
(This is schematically depicted in the processor 122 by the
presence of one or more virtual cylinders 102v, it being under-
stood that these cylinders 102v only exist within the processor
122 as mathematical models.) The processor 122 then con-
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trols the fluid supply to the flow passages 110 to adjust the
temperature of the engine cylinder 102 about the flow pas-
sages 110 to simulate the actual presence of the virtual cyl-
inders 102y adjacent the engine cylinder 102.

Thus, as the testing device 100 operates (with the piston
108 reciprocating in the cylinder 102, etc.), the processor 122
may receive data from the cylinder 102, and may run real-
time simulations of the programmed virtual cylinders 102v
operating alongside the cylinder 102 (with these virtual cyl-
inders 102v having a number and configuration dictated by
the MCE being simulated). The temperature data generated as
a result of these simulations may then be used to supply fluid
at the desired temperature, to desired flow passages 110, to
simulate the thermal presence of the adjacent virtual cylin-
ders 102v (which are physically absent, and are present only
in the form of simulations running within the processor 122).
As a result, the performance data collected from the cylinder
102 will more accurately reflect the performance of a cylinder
as it would behave within an MCE.

Further advantages, features, and objects of the invention
will be apparent from the remainder of this document in
conjunction with the associated drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The FIGURE is a schematic depiction of an exemplary
testing device 100 wherein an engine test cylinder 102, which
may be taken from an MCE, is operated in parallel with one or
more additional virtual cylinders 102v (which exist solely as
simulations running within a processor 122), from which
temperature data can be extracted so that fluid of suitable
temperatures can be supplied from fluid supplies 118 and 120
to flow passages 110 within the cylinder block 104. thereby
simulating the thermal presence of the virtual cylinders 102v
adjacent the cylinder 102.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
VERSIONS OF THE INVENTION

To review, to use the testing device 100 to simulate the
presence of additional cylinders operating alongside the test
cylinder 102, the processor 122 is programmed to simulate
the behavior of one or more virtual cylinders 102v operating
in tandem with the cylinder 102. (Various sensors would be
provided to monitor the state of the cylinder 102 and provide
information to the processor 122 so that MCE performance
can be more accurately simulated, but these sensors are not
depicted for sake of clarity.) As the testing device 100 is
operated at desired speed/load conditions, the processor 122
adapts the behavior of the virtual cylinders 102v accordingly,
and adapts the fluid flow to appropriate flow passages 110 to
simulate the thermal behavior of these virtual cylinders 102y
adjacent the cylinder 102. The cylinder 102 is therefore
exposed to operating conditions which more accurately simu-
late those that the cylinder 102 would experience if it was
present in an MCE (with the MCE having a performance and
configuration corresponding to any dictated by the math-
ematical engine behavior models programmed in the proces-
sor 122).

To manufacture the testing device 100, the cylinder 102
and its associated cylinder block 104, cylinder head 106,
piston 108, etc. can be readily taken from a production engine
by sectioning the production engine so that only desired por-
tions remain. In this case, the cylinder head 106 will often
contain coolant passages which may be utilized as flow pas-
sages 110. However, the cylinder block 104 may not include
such passages, or may include them with a configuration and
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distribution such that fluid flow therein cannot accurately
simulate the presence of adjacent cylinders. In this case, flow
passages 110 might be drilled into the cylinder block 104,
e.g., in axial directions from the top and bottom of the cylin-
der block 104, either to the opposing side or partway through.
Passages can be drilled in from the side to serve as inlets/
outlets, or to accommodate bolts or other plugs which define
barriers for terminating flow passages. Here, it should be
understood that the flow passages 110 may take the form of
simple cylindrical conduits, rather than the “chambered” con-
duits depicted in the drawing. To attain flow passages 110
having a form such as that shown in the drawing, it is gener-
ally easiest to cast or machine the cylinder block 104 rather
than sectioning it from an MCE. For example, the cylinder
block 104 might be formed in several slab-like layers which
are then stacked along the axis ofthe cylinder 102 to construct
the cylinder block 104. Once constructed, its thermal and heat
transfer characteristics should be experimentally measured
and/or computationally derived, and programmed into the
processor 122 so that the processor 122 may supply fluid to
the flow passages at rates and temperatures such that any heat
transfer therefrom (or to the flow passages) accurately simu-
lates the physical presence of the virtual cylinders 102v.

The valves 116, first fluid supply 118, and second fluid
supply 120 may take any suitable form, as may the heater for
any hot fluid supply 118. (The cold fluid supply 120 may
merely use fluid at room temperature, or fluid which is oth-
erwise not actively heated or cooled by the device 100.) In an
experimental version of the test device 100, the valves 116
were electro-proportional cartridge valves from Sun Hydrau-
lics Corp. (Sarasota, Fla.), and the hot fluid supply 118 uti-
lized an 18 kW circulation heater from Omega Engineering,
Inc. (Stanford, Conn.). As for the fluid used as the heat trans-
fer medium within the flow passages 110, a standard automo-
tive coolant mixture (e.g., S50% ethylene glycol/50% water) is
suitable, though other substances having suitable properties
(boiling point, fluidity, noncorrosiveness, inflammability,
etc.) can be used. The fluid exiting the flow passage outlets
114 was recycled back to the hot fluid supply 118 after heat-
ing, and to the cool fluid supply 120 after being cooled by a
heat exchanger.

The processor 122 is preferably implemented as a personal
computer running suitable software, though a wide variety of
equivalent processors may be used instead, such as program-
mable electronic control modules and other programmable
devices which allow rapid calculations. While such repro-
grammable processors are preferred owing to their versatility,
preprogrammed processors such as suitably configured digi-
tal or analog circuits (e.g., Application Specific Integrated
Circuits) might also be used.

It should be understood that since the foregoing discussion
merely relates to exemplary versions of the invention, the
testing device 100 may be varied in numerous respects. As an
example, testing devices constructed in accordance with the
invention may have flow passages 110 which are arrayed
about the cylinder 102 in arrangements different than those in
the exemplary device 100 shown in the FIGURE. The num-
bers of flow passages 110 spaced along the radius and cir-
cumference of the cylinder block 104 and cylinder head 106
may be varied, as may the configurations of the flow passages
110. For example, the flow passages 110 need not take the
illustrated form of thin chambers extending both axially
along the cylinder 102, and also along several degrees of an
arc about the cylinder’s circumference, though such cham-
bers are useful for heating/cooling greater areas of the cylin-
der 102. As discussed previously, the flow passages 110 may
merely take the form of conduits having cylindrical or other
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shapes. The flow passages 110 need not be symmetrically
spaced about the cylinder 102, and could even be omitted
entirely from one or more sides of the cylinder block 104 and
head 106, for example, if these sides correspond to an outer
side of an MCE. Flow passages 110 may be omitted from the
cylinder head 106 (though they’re preferably included), and
the top of the cylinder head 106 might also bear flow passages
110.

In the testing device 100, it is intended that fluid supply 118
be a high-temperature fluid supply, whereas fluid supply 120
supplies cooler fluid on demand to adapt the temperature of
the mixture ultimately supplied to the flow passages 110.
Thus, the valve 116 merely serves to proportionately mix the
warmer and cooler fluids, which are supplied at a rate dictated
by the pressure of the fluid supplies 118 and 120. However,
testing devices may use valve 116 and fluid supply 118/120
arrangements which differ significantly from those in the
exemplary device 100 shown in the FIGURE. For example,
only a single fluid supply 118 might be used (preferably with
controllable fluid flow rate, as dictated by the pressure of the
fluid supply 118 and/or by the valve 116); more than two fluid
supplies 118 and 120 might be used; and each fluid supply
might bear an independent valve 116 for amount/rate control;
or only certain fluid supplies may bear valves 116 for rate
and/or proportion control (e.g., one or more cooler fluid sup-
plies might be valved to supply variable amounts of fluid to a
non-valved hot fluid supply). Other variations are also pos-
sible. Some of the flow passages 110 may have dependent
fluid flow, as by having fluid flow directly from one flow
passage 110 to another (in which case they might be regarded
as really constituting the same fluid flow passage 110). In this
situation, it is preferred that at least the circumferentially-
distributed flow passages 110 have independently control-
lable fluid flow, since the temperature distribution about the
circumference of the cylinder 102 tends to vary more sub-
stantially than the axial temperature distribution along one
side ofthe cylinder 102 (since certain sides of the cylinder 102
may be adjacent other “hot” cylinders in a corresponding
MCE, with other “cold” sides corresponding to side edges of
the MCE). Also, while the illustrated flow passages 110 have
inlets 112 and outlets 114 spaced in a direction parallel to the
axis of the cylinder 102 (for better temperature control about
the circumference of the cylinder 102), this is not necessary,
nor must the flow directions in all flow passages 110 be
similarly oriented (i.e., in a particular single axial and/or
circumferential direction).

The invention is not intended to be limited to the versions
described above, but rather is intended to be limited only by
the claims set out below. Thus, the invention encompasses all
different versions that fall literally or equivalently within the
scope of these claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An engine testing device comprising an internal com-
bustion engine including an engine cylinder bounded by a
cylinder block, the cylinder having flow passages defined in
the cylinder block adjacent the cylinder, wherein at least some
of the flow passages:

a. are separate from the other flow passages,

b. bear the same fluid media as the other flow passages,

c. and have independently controllable fluid flow therein,
whereby different flow passages may adapt their adjacent
regions of the cylinder block to different temperatures.

2. The engine testing device of claim 1 wherein the flow
passages having independently controllable fluid flow have
independently controllable fluid flow temperature.

6

3. The engine testing device of claim 1 wherein the flow
passages having independently controllable fluid flow have
independently controllable fluid flow rate.

4. The engine testing device of claim 1 further comprising

5 a processor generating virtual cylinder temperature data
which is representative of the temperatures about at least one
virtual cylinder of the internal combustion engine, wherein
each virtual cylinder:

a. is not physically present in the internal combustion

engine, and

b. simulates the performance of an actual cylinder present

in the internal combustion engine adjacent the engine

cylinder;
wherein the processor controls the fluid supply to the flow
passages to adjust the temperature of the engine cylinder
about the flow passages to simulate the actual presence of the
virtual cylinder adjacent the engine cylinder.

5. The engine testing device of claim 1 wherein at least
some of the separate flow passages with independently con-
20 trollable fluid flow therein are spaced about the circumference
of the cylinder.

6. The engine testing device of claim 5 wherein at least
some of the separate flow passages each include inlets and
outlets spaced in a direction parallel to the axis of the cylinder.

7. The engine testing device of claim 1 wherein at least
some of the flow passages are each supplied with fluid from
first and second fluid supplies wherein:

a. the fluid of the first fluid supply is at a different tempera-
ture than the fluid of the second fluid supply;
at least one of the first and second fluid supplies has an
adjustable connection to the flow passage such that the
proportions of fluid supplied to the flow passage by the
first fluid supply and second fluid supply may be
adjusted, thereby adjusting the temperature of the fluid
supplied to the flow passage.

8. The engine testing device of claim 7 wherein both of the
first and second fluid supplies have an adjustable connection
to the flow passage.

9. The engine testing device of claim 1 wherein the cylinder
block has only a single cylinder defined therein.

10. An engine testing device comprising:

a. an internal combustion engine including an engine cyl-

inder bounded by a cylinder block;

b. a flow passage defined in the cylinder block adjacent the

cylinder;

c. first and second fluid supplies wherein:

(1) the first and second fluid supplies bear fluids, with the
fluid of the first fluid supply being at a different tem-

50 perature than the fluid of the second fluid supply;

(2) the first and second fluid supplies are connected in
fluid communication with the flow passage, with at
least one of the connections being adjustable,
whereby the proportions of fluid supplied by the first
fluid supply and second fluid supply may be varied.

11. The engine testing device of claim 10 further compris-
ing a processor generating virtual cylinder temperature data
which is representative of the temperatures about at least one
virtual cylinder of the internal combustion engine, wherein
60 each virtual cylinder:

a. is not physically present in the internal combustion

engine, and

b. simulates the performance of an actual cylinder present

in the internal combustion engine adjacent the engine

cylinder;
wherein the processor controls at least one of the first and
second fluid supplies to the flow passage.
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12. The engine testing device of claim 10 wherein multiple
flow passages are defined in the cylinder block adjacent the
cylinder, wherein at least some of the flow passages are sepa-
rate from the others and include independent connections to
the first and second fluid supplies, whereby different flow
passages may adapt their adjacent regions of the cylinder
block to different temperatures.

13. The engine testing device of claim 12 wherein at least
some of the multiple flow passages are spaced about the
circumference of the cylinder.

14. The engine testing device of claim 13 wherein at least
some of the separate flow passages each include inlets and
outlets spaced in a direction parallel to the axis of the cylinder.

15. The engine testing device of claim 12 wherein at least
some of the separate flow passages have independently con-
trollable fluid flow rate.

16. An engine testing device comprising:

a. an internal combustion engine including:

(1) an engine cylinder bounded by a cylinder block,

(2) a flow passage defined in the cylinder block adjacent
the cylinder, and

(3) a fluid supply supplying the flow passage with fluid;

b. a processor generating virtual cylinder temperature data

which is representative of the temperatures about at least

one virtual cylinder of the internal combustion engine,

wherein each virtual cylinder:

(1) is not physically present in the internal combustion
engine, and

(2) simulates the performance of an actual cylinder
present in the internal combustion engine adjacent the
engine cylinder;
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wherein the processor controls the fluid supply to adjust the
temperature of the engine cylinder about the flow passage to
simulate the actual presence of the virtual cylinder adjacent
the engine cylinder.

17. The engine testing device of claim 16 wherein:

a. multiple flow passages are defined in the cylinder block

adjacent the cylinder, and

b. at least some of the flow passages have fluid supplies

which are independently controlled by the processor.

18. The engine testing device of claim 17 wherein at least
some of the multiple flow passages are spaced about the
circumference of the cylinder.

19. The engine testing device of claim 18 wherein at least
some of the multiple flow passages each include inlets and
outlets spaced in a direction parallel to the axis of the cylinder.

20. The engine testing device of claim 17 wherein at least
some of the multiple flow passages are each supplied with
fluid from first and second fluid supplies wherein:

a. the fluid of the first fluid supply is at a different tempera-

ture than the fluid of the second fluid supply;

b. the fluid of the first and second fluid supplies is mixed

prior to being provided to the flow passage.

21. The engine testing device of claim 20 wherein the
processor controls mixing of the fluid of the first and second
fluid supplies.

22. The engine testing device of claim 17 wherein the
processor independently controls the fluid flow rates of at
least some of the multiple flow passages.
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