LS

- o | il
L. NMRI-2 — w
NAVAL MEDICAL RESEAR e

CH INSTIT
NATIONAL NAVAL MEDICAL CENTE::\"TE

BETHESDA, MARYLAND W ;
L2
|
I
I

' L“_) C O n & I n gpsrato r'

| PP the clipning
1500 3 "a pabllocation

i | ag the

(“ " L walch ita
| AN WIS TS W W R TR -] to b‘

stees have decided to stand up for thésr
an, Alumni Besearch Foundstion in the suit

}f the United States Circuit Court of
nited States Supreme Oourt, as apparently

ition "This Month" is an irresponsible
tly, in its first volume,and printed in
e of this type ne?ds to publish something
d apparently it seized upon the statement
" 7 at opportunity. Unfortunetely, a con-
fers an accusation of the Department of
Y one of our federal courts. Personally it is
Very iSTENUEIUL v mw ww - . 00 the defensive in such e matter which cone
gerns both my personal integrity and that of my associates. Apparently the
greatest cause for alarm on the part of the government is the unexpected success
of our licensing program., This success has been possible because of the
tremendous interest in irradiation and the great gain that could come %o the
publie through the prevention of rickets. &or the most part, this gain has been
possible without any increase in price of the irradiated commodities. In other
instances it was necessary to follow the usual processes of the drug trade which,
as you know, is rather expensive becasuse of the tremendous overhead. However,
when you btake it that the cost of vitamin D for therapeutic use has renged from
2 to 64 per million wnits, the cost to the public has been very small indeed.
And, furthermore, it is important %o state that at no time has the foundation
had a monopoly on vitamin D, As you well kmow, vitemin D has always been svailable
from figh oils and furthermore since the issue of the Stoeenbock patent there have
been a number of competing processes which have been in operation continuously and
outelde of the control of the Foundation,

The ¥oundation feels that 1t has been thoroughly jJustified in its vrogram
of attempting to bring to the public vitamin D in various foods and medicines sn far
as was sanctioned by the American Medical Agsociation or other competent organisations,
I personally feel that the Foundation has done a wonderful piece of work! 1t has
nothing to be ashamed of and I am thorsughly proud, if I can say so with all modesty,
of having made it possible for the Foundation to do this effective work,
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June 28, 1945

Lt. Oomar. G, M, MoCay (H-(S), U.S.N.R.
Naval Medical Research Institute
Bethesda, Marylend

Dear Comdr. McCayt

I want to thank you for sending me the page from "Phe Gooperator”
of which I had heard but hed not had the opvortunity to read., As the clipning
states, this article was taken from the June issue of "This Month" a publication
of vecent origin, 3 41d not reply to your letter at once inasmuch as the
¥igconsin Alumni Regearch Foundation was about %o have o meeting at whlch ite
future program regarding statements by the Department of Justice was to be
decided. I cen now state that the trustees have decided to stand up for theér
rights and for those of the Wisconsin Alumni Regegrch Foundation in the euid
already filed in the Seventh Circuit of the United States Oircuit Court of
Appeals in Chicago, and later in the United States Bupreme Court, as apparently
would follow,

Needless 0 say, the publication "This Month" is an irresponsible »
one, being of very recent origin, nanely, in its first volume.and printed in "‘
Oanada for obvious reasons. A magazine of this type needs to publish something e

gensational in order to get started, and apparently it seized upon the gstatement
of our Pepartment of Justice as a great opportunity. Unfortunately, a con-
giderable portion of the lalety conaiders an accusation of the Department of
Justice as tantamountto a decision of one of our federal gourts. Personally it is
very distadteful to me to have %o be on the defensive in such a matter which con-
cerns both my personel integrity and that of my associates. Apparently the
greatest cause for alarm on the part of the government is the unexpected success
of our licensing program. This success has been possible because of the
tremendous interest in irradiation and the great gain that could come to the
publie through the prevention of rickets. Jor the most part, this gain has been
possible without any increamse in price of the {rrediated commodities. In other
instances it waes necessary to follow the usual processes of the drg trade which,
as you lknow, is rather expensive because of the tremendous overhead., However,
when you take it that the cost of vitamin D for therapeutic use has ranged from

2 to 6;5 per million units, the cost to the publie has been very emall indeed.

And, furthermore, it is important to state that at no time has the foundation

had a monopoly on vitamin D. As you well lmow, vitamin D has always been available
¢rom fish 0ils and furthermore since the issue of the Steendock patent there have
been & number of competing processes which have been in operation continuously and
outside of the control of the Foundation,

The Foundation fesls that it has been thoroughly Jjustified in its program
of attempting to bring to the public vitamin D in various foods and medicines so far
as was sanctioned by the American Hedical Agsociation or other competent organiszations.
I personally feel that the Foundation has done a wonderful piece of work, It has
nothing to be ashamed of and I am thoroughly proud, if I can say so with all modesty,
of having made it possidle for the Foundation %o do this effective work,
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