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RADIO FREQUENCY COMMUNICATION
WITH ANTENNA INDEX CODING

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

This invention was made with government support under
CNS-1318292, CNS-1343363, CNS-1350039, and CNS-
1404613 awarded by the National Science Foundation. The
government has certain rights in the invention.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to the field of Radio
Frequency (RF) communication systems, and more particu-
larly, to systems and methods for improving data transmis-
sion in such systems.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In Radio Frequency (RF) communication systems, Mul-
tiple-Input, Multiple-Output (MIMO) has been an important
enabling technology for high-rate wireless standards in
communications. Compared with conventional Single-In-
put, Single-Output (SISO) links, a MIMO transmitter can
code the same data symbols through multiple antennas, thus
achieving a diversity gain. A MIMO transmitter can also
allow parallel transmission of different data symbols through
different antennas, thus achieving a multiplexing gain.

Both diversity and multiplexing mechanisms typically
scale throughput with the number of antennas without
requiring additional RF spectrum. However, a MIMO radio
must accompany each antenna with a separate RF chain,
including, for example, a Digital to Analog Converter
(DAC), amplifier, various filters and the like. Such compo-
nents in an RF chain account for a significant amount of an
RF transceiver’s power cost, and MIMO power consump-
tion typically increases linearly with the number of RF
chains. As a result, the addition of RF chains and antennas
often nullifies the improvement in link capacity, which may
result in even lower energy-per-bit than SISO. What is
needed is an improved mechanism for RF communication in
which data may be communicated more efficiently (with link
capacity increased) without increasing power limitations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The inventors have recognized that in RF communication
systems, by switching between transmit antennas of an RF
transmitter on a sub-symbol basis (antenna index coding),
and/or by adaptively determining how often antenna switch-
ing occurs (adaptive antenna hopping), an increased amount
of data may be wirelessly transmitted to an RF receiver
without significantly increasing energy consumption. The
inventors have determined that in certain systems, such as
ZigBee, data symbols consist of elementary waveform pat-
terns, and that such waveform patterns for transmit antennas
may be stored by an RF receiver for later determining
transmit antennas for data symbols. The inventors have also
determined that the invention may be applied in the fre-
quency domain, such as to OFDM, by storing subcarrier
waveform patterns for particular transmit antennas and later
determining transmit antennas for subcarriers of data sym-
bols.

Accordingly, provided is a mechanism to bring MIMO
benefits to energy-constrained wireless devices, particularly
with respect to Wi-Fi and ZigBee protocols. An antenna
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hopping scheme may be implemented in which a transmitter
runs on a single RF chain, but switching between multiple
passive antennas. This mechanism may use the index of the
antenna to convey extra bits of information on top of the
original data symbols being transmitted. The receiver may
use a single antenna. While decoding the data symbols, the
receiver can decipher the transmit antenna’s index inside
each symbol. Different transmit antennas’ symbols are dis-
torted by the channel in different ways. The distortion can be
modeled as a complex multiplier, which the receiver can use
as a signature to determine the transmit antenna index. Then,
the receiver can normalize the data symbol by the signature,
so that the extra bits in the symbol can be successfully
decoded.

Modification to antenna index coding may be made based
on implementation of time-domain systems, such as ZigBee,
versus frequency domain systems, such as OFDM Wi-Fi.
With respect to time-domain systems, ZigBee is a single-
carrier system in which each data symbol occupies the entire
spectrum bandwidth, with its time-domain waveform
including a sequence of wavelets called chips. The receiver
decodes individual chips to remap to desired data bits. On
the other hand, with respect to frequency-domain systems,
OFDM Wi-Fi is a multi-carrier system. In OFDM Wi-Fi, bits
are modulated into data symbols, each data symbol, repre-
sented by a complex sample, is modulated onto a frequency
bin called a subcarrier. A group of subcarriers forms a data
symbol, and a group of data symbols forms a packet. In
OFDM, due to the way symbols are embedded within one
another, they are inseparable in the time domain, so OFDM
Wi-Fi antenna index coding may be accomplished in the
frequency domain.

Accordingly, bandwidth and/or energy efficiency of wire-
less devices may be significantly improved, including for
battery powered wireless devices, sensors Internet of Things
(I0T) devices, and so forth, by transmitting extra bits while
not requiring additional RF chain components to achieve
equivalent performance.

The present invention achieves antenna hopping in real
communications systems like ZigBee and Wi-Fi. It employs
an antenna index coding (AIC) framework that enables a
fine-grained antenna hopping. The inventors have recog-
nized that implemented wireless devices typically com-
pound symbol-level modulation (such as Binary Phase-Shift
Keying (BPSK)) with wideband channel spreading (such as
Direct Sequence Spread Spectrum (DSSS)). Consequently,
the present invention may embed multiple bits of antenna-
index information in each original data symbol, by using
sub-symbol level antenna hopping. Further, to obviate the
need for multiple RF chains at the receiver side, the present
invention may implement redundancy in antenna hopping
patterns, such that decoding errors can be minimized with-
out incurring significant overhead.

Also, while employing more antennas may allow more
bits to be conveyed through antenna switching, it may also
increase the Bite Error Rate (BER) of original data symbols
that are bottlenecked by the weakest channel. Aspects of the
present invention may employ an adaptive antenna hopping
protocol that efficiently selects a subset of antennas to
optimize this tradeoff, based on a model-driven framework
instrumented by channel profile measurements.

Also, because a data symbol may consist of multiple
complex samples, the present invention may avoid under-
utilization of antenna index coding by switching antenna per
sample (sub-symbol switching) in order to convey more
information per unit time. The invention may require the
transmitter to use the same antenna for a minimum number
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of samples Ns, which could be set, for example, to a value
between 1 chip (4 samples) and 1 symbol (32 chips). The
receiver may take advantage of such redundancy to mini-
mize antenna decoding errors.

The invention is also described in “Bringing Multi-An-
tenna Gain to Energy-Constrained Wireless Devices,” San-
jib Sur, Teng Wei, and Xinyu Zhang, University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison, ACM/IEEE International Conference on
Information Processing in Sensor Networks (ISPN) 2015
(Apr. 14-16, 2015), which document is incorporated herein
by reference in its entirety.

Specifically then, one aspect of the present invention
provides an RF communication system including: first and
second antennas; an RF transmitter in communication with
the first and second antennas, the RF transmitter being
operable to send a data symbol using at least one of the first
and second antennas, the data symbol including multiple
waveform patterns, the data symbol forming a first data
stream; and a control system in communication with the RF
transmitter. The control system may be operable to send a
second data stream by selectively switching the RF trans-
mitter to send a first portion of the data symbol using the first
antenna and a second portion of the data symbol using the
second antenna.

Another aspect of the invention may provide a method of
RF communication using an RF transmitter in communica-
tion with first and second antennas. The method may
include: sending multiple data symbols using the first and
second antennas, each data symbol including multiple wave-
form patterns, the multiple data symbols forming a first data
stream; and sending a second data stream by selectively
switching the RF transmitter to send a first portion of the
data symbol using the first antenna and a second portion of
the data symbol using the second antenna.

Another aspect of the invention may provide an RF
communication system including: first and second antennas;
first and second RF transmitters in communication with the
first and second antennas, respectively, the first and second
RF transmitters being operable to send a data symbol using
the first and second antennas, the data symbol including
multiple subcarrier waveform patterns, the data symbol
forming a first data stream; and a control system in com-
munication with the first and second RF transmitters. The
control system may be operable to send a second data stream
by sending a first subcarrier waveform pattern using the first
antenna and a second subcarrier waveform pattern using the
second antenna.

Another aspect of the invention may provide a method of
RF communication using first and second RF transmitters in
communication with first and second antennas, respectively.
The method may include: sending multiple data symbols
using the first and second antennas, each data symbol
including multiple subcarrier waveform patterns, the mul-
tiple data symbols forming a first data stream; and sending
a second data stream by switching the RF transmitter to send
a first subcarrier waveform pattern of a data symbol using
the first antenna and a second subcarrier waveform pattern
of the data symbol using the second antenna.

These and other features and advantages of the invention
will become apparent to those skilled in the art from the
following detailed description and the accompanying draw-
ings. It should be understood, however, that the detailed
description and specific examples, while indicating pre-
ferred embodiments of the present invention, are given by
way of illustration and not of limitation. Many changes and
modifications may be made within the scope of the present
invention without departing from the spirit thereof, and the
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4

invention includes all such modifications. For example, one
could readily extend the description to more than two
antennas.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Preferred exemplary embodiments of the invention are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings in which like
reference numerals represent like parts throughout, and in
which:

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an RF communication system with
a transmitter in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 2 is an exemplary transmission which may be sent by
the RF communication system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a diagram of an RF communication system with
a receiver in accordance with an embodiment of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 4 is a diagram of exemplary waveform patterns
which may be sent by the communication system of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5A is a diagram of an exemplary signal constellation
pattern for a transmitted signal; FIG. 5B is a diagram of an
exemplary signal constellation pattern for a signal transmit-
ted by a first antenna and observed by a receiver; and FIG.
5C is a diagram of an exemplary signal constellation pattern
for a signal transmitted by a second antenna and observed by
a receiver, each in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 6 is a table of an exemplary adaptive antenna
hopping configuration with a minimum number of wave-
form patterns per antenna corresponding to extra bits which
may be transferred in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 7 is a diagram of exemplary waveform patterns
transmitted by first and second antennas in accordance with
an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 8 is a diagram of exemplary waveform patterns
observed by a receiver for the exemplary waveform patterns
of FIG. 7,

FIG. 9 is an exemplary table of collection of waveform
patterns per antenna in accordance with an embodiment of
the invention;

FIG. 10 is an exemplary comparison of waveform pat-
terns corresponding to a first data stream to the collection of
waveform patterns per antenna of FIG. 9 to determine which
antennas sent the waveform patterns for receiving a second
data stream in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 11 is a diagram of an alternative RF communication
system with a transmitter in accordance with an embodiment
of the invention;

FIG. 12 is an exemplary transmission which may be sent
by the RF communication system of FIG. 11;

FIG. 13 is a table of an exemplary adaptive antenna
hopping configuration with a minimum number of subcarrier
waveform patterns per antenna corresponding to extra bits
which may be transferred in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention;

FIG. 14 is a diagram of exemplary subcarrier waveform
patterns transmitted by first and second antennas in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 15 is a diagram of exemplary subcarrier waveform
patterns observed by a receiver for the exemplary subcarrier
waveform patterns of FIG. 7;

FIG. 16 is an exemplary table of collection of subcarrier
waveform patterns per antenna in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention; and
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FIG. 17 is an exemplary comparison of subcarrier wave-
form patterns corresponding to a first data stream to the
collection of subcarrier waveform patterns per antenna of
FIG. 16 to determine which antennas sent the subcarrier
waveform patterns for receiving a second data stream in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring now to FIG. 1, a diagram of an RF communi-
cation system 10 (transmit system) which may be used for
wireless data transmission is provided in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention. Although exemplified in FIG.
1 as a transmitter, the RF communication system 10 will
typically be part of a transceiver in a larger wireless com-
municating device, such as a smartphone, tablet, battery
powered or other device, allowing both transmit and receive
functions. For example, the RF communication system 10
may be part of a ZigBee communication network, such as
with respect to the IEEE 802.15.4 specification.

The RF communication system 10 may include a con-
troller 12 in communication with an encoder/modulator 14.
The encoder/modulator 14, in turn, may be in communica-
tion with an RF chain 16 (or RF transmitter or transceiver),
which may typically include a Digital to Analog Converter
(DAC), amplifiers, filters, signal conditioners and/or other
elements for effecting RF communication as known in the
art. The RF chain 16, in turn, may be in communication with
a switch 18, which may selectively switch among multiple
antennas, such as first antenna 20 (“ANT. 1) and second
antenna 22 (“ANT. 2”), configured for effecting RF trans-
missions. Although two transmit antennas are shown by way
of example, one could readily extend the transmit system to
more than two antennas for transmitting RF communications
within the scope of the invention. In other words, the system
can be straightforwardly extended to more than two anten-
nas.

To transmit an increased amount of data without signifi-
cantly increasing energy consumption, the controller 12
divides data to be sent into a first data stream 24 (“STREAM
1”) and a second data stream 26 (“STREAM 2”). The first
data stream 24 may be encoded and/or modulated by the
encoder/modulator 14, then conditioned by the RF chain 16,
for being transmitted as multiple data symbols (“S1,” “S2,”
and so forth) using either the first or second antennas 20 and
22, respectively. The data symbols of the first data stream 24
may be sent, for example, using Binary Phase-Shift Keying
(BPSK), Quadrature-Shift Keying (QPSK), or other tech-
niques.

Turning briefly to FIG. 4, each data symbol may consist
of a series of elementary waveform patterns 32, such wave-
form patterns “A,” “B,” “C” and “D” (which may be
wavelets or chips) These waveform patterns may differ, for
example, by a quarter of a phase each, and any combination
of four of these waveform patterns may form a data symbol.
This is analogous to the 4 elementary patterns (correspond-
ing to 32 complex samples) for ZigBee. However, in alter-
native aspects, more or less waveform patterns of varying
types may be used to form a data symbol.

Referring back to FIG. 1, the second data stream 26 may
be sent to an adaptive antenna hopping (“AAH”) control
system 28 for controlling the switch 18. Accordingly, the
AAH control system 28, which may be in communication
with an adaptive antenna hopping (“AAH”) configuration
30, may operate to determine which waveform patterns of
data symbols are transmitted by which antennas. Accord-
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6

ingly, the AAH control system 28 sends extra bits of the
second data stream 26 (“X1,” “X2,” and so forth) by
switching the RF chain 16 to transmit certain waveform
patterns using the first antenna 20 and other waveforms
pattern using the second antenna 22 to achieve antenna
index coding, similar to Space Shift Keying (SSK).

Referring now to FIG. 2, an exemplary transmission 40
which may be sent by the RF communication system 10 is
provided. The transmission 40 may include a preamble 42
followed by a packet 44 (or data payload) consisting of
multiple data symbols 50. The preamble 42 could include,
for example, a synchronization field 46 and an antenna
template 48. The synchronization field 46 may be a start
protocol recognizable by an RF receiver such that, upon
detecting the start protocol, the RF receiver is prepared to
receive subsequent fields of the transmission 40. For
example, the synchronization field 46 could be a ZigBee
synchronization preamble. The antenna template 48 may
provide a predetermined set of waveform patterns per
antenna (such as a short sequence of known data symbols
emitted sequentially by different transmit antennas), such
that the RF receiver may receive and recognize signal
constellation patterns for the waveform patterns for each
transmit antenna. Different transmit antennas of the transmit
system may each send the same antenna template; and the
receiver system, via the receiver antenna, may receive each
of the antenna templates and may distinguish the different
transmit antennas by the channel distortions over each of the
antenna templates.

For example, as shown in FIG. 5A, a transmit signal from
the first antenna 20, or the same transmit signal from the
second antenna 22, may be detected with a first signal
constellation pattern 34 with respect to a real, or in-phase
(“I”), axis, and an imaginary, or quadrature (“Q”), axis.
However, due to varying channel distortions in the environ-
ment, at a receiver system, the same transmit signal from the
first antenna 20 may be detected with a second signal
constellation pattern 36, as shown in FIG. 5B. Similarly, at
a receiver system, the same transmit signal from the second
antenna 22 may be detected with a third signal constellation
pattern 38, as shown in FIG. 5C.

Turning again briefly to FIG. 4, to minimize the effect of
signal variations which may be caused by channel noise,
each transmit antenna may repeat each waveform patterns
(training template) Rz times (a repetition of two is shown),
and a receiver may use the average of the repetitions as one
template. Aspects of the synchronization field 46 and
antenna template 48 may be modified or combined in
various ways within the scope of the invention.

Referring now to FIG. 3, a diagram of an RF communi-
cation system 60 (receiver system) also used for wireless
data transmission is provided in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the invention. Although exemplified in FIG. 3 as a
receiver, the RF communication system 60 will also typi-
cally be part of a transceiver in a larger wireless communi-
cating device, such as a smartphone, tablet, battery powered
or other device, allowing both transmit and receive func-
tions. For example, the RF communication system 60 may
also be part of a ZigBee or Wi-Fi communication network,
and may be combined or integrated with aspects of the RF
communication system 10 of FIG. 1 in various ways to
achieve bidirectional communication.

In the RF communication system 60, an antenna 62
(“ANT.”) may be configured to receive RF transmissions
described above with respect to FIGS. 1 and 2. Although one
receiver antenna is shown by way of example, one could
readily extend the receiver system to include more than one
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antenna for receiving RF communications within the scope
of the invention. The antenna 62, in turn, may be in
communication with an RF chain 64 (or RF receiver or
transceiver), which may typically include a Analog to Digi-
tal Converter (ADC), amplifiers, filters, signal conditioners
and/or other elements for effecting RF communication as
known in the art. The RF chain 64, in turn, may be in
communication with decoder/demodulator 66. The decoder/
demodulator 66, in turn, may be communication with a
controller 68.

To receive the first data stream 24, after receiving syn-
chronization field 46, the RF communication system 60
simply receives the packet 44, including the data symbols
(“S1,” “S2,” and so forth), which is provided to the con-
troller 68, as known in the art.

To receive the second data stream 26, the RF communi-
cation system 60 uses a decoding system 70, which may
include: a distortion analyzer 72 (in communication with the
RF chain 64); a channel estimator 74, a signature library 76
and a comparator engine 78 (each in communication with
the distortion analyzer 72); and an adaptive antenna hopping
(“AAH”) configuration 80 (in communication with the com-
parator engine 78).

In operation, after the RF communication system 60
receives the synchronization field 46, the distortion analyzer
72 is triggered to receive the antenna template 48. Accord-
ingly, the distortion analyzer 72 may provide a predeter-
mined set of waveform patterns per antenna, based on a
short sequence of known data symbols emitted sequentially
by different transmit antennas (see also FIGS. 4, 5A, 5B and
5C), to the signature library 76 (signatures may differ in the
way they distort the original signal constellation’s phase/
magnitude pattern). Next, the distortion analyzer 72 is
triggered to receive and send data symbols of the packet 44
to the comparator engine 78. The comparator engine 78 then
compares the collection of waveform patterns per antenna
stored in the signature library 76 to the waveform patterns of
data symbols 50 to determine which transmit antennas sent
the particular waveform patterns. Upon determining the
transmit antennas for the waveform patterns, which may be
symbol by symbol, packet by packet, or otherwise, the
decoding system 70 may reference the AAH configuration
80 to decode the extra bits of the second data stream 26,
which is, in turn, provided to the controller 68. In other
words, the collection of waveform patterns per antenna,
stored in the signature library 76, act as templates for
decoding the transmit antenna index hidden in the data
symbols of the first data stream 24.

With antenna index coding, to achieve high decoding
confidence, signatures of the transmit antennas should be as
dissimilar as possible. However, if two transmit antennas
with highly disparate channel gains are used, the transmit
antenna with relatively low magnitude (and therefore low
Signal to Noise Ratio (SNR)), may bottleneck system band-
width. In order to strike a balance between channel dissimi-
larity and quality, adaptive antenna hopping is employed to
strategically hop between an optimal subset of antennas.

To implement adaptive antenna hopping, the transmit
system (RF communication system 10) may send a polling
packet with all antennas sequentially transmitting for chan-
nel-estimation via the antenna template 48. The distortion
analyzer 72 of the receiver system (RF communication
system 60) is then triggered to receive and send the polling
packet to the channel estimator 74. The channel estimator
74, in turn, estimates an optimal antenna configuration
across several dimensions, such as antenna combination,
number of subcarriers per antenna (frequency domain) and/
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or encoding/modulation size, in order to maximize through-
put. Then, the receiver system (RF communication system
60) transmits back to the transmit system (RF communica-
tion system 10) to inform the transmitter to use the configu-
ration determined by the channel estimator 74 in subsequent
antenna index coding transmissions.

The optimal configuration may vary due to channel varia-
tion. Thus, the receiver system may monitor throughput,
denoted by TH(t), for a current configuration. If its deviation
to the initial throughput I[(TH(t))/(TH,)]-11 is larger than a
certain threshold a (which may be an empirical value 0.1 by
default), then the configuration is outdated, and the receiver
system may request the transmitter system to send a new
polling packet.

Referring now to FIG. 6, a table 90 of an exemplary
adaptive antenna hopping configuration with a minimum
number of waveform patterns per antenna corresponding to
extra bits which may be wirelessly communicated is pro-
vided. Following resolution by the channel estimator 74, the
table 90 (which may be updated after a polling packet as
described above with respect to FIG. 3) may be provided to
the AAH configuration 30 for the transmitter system and the
AAH configuration 80 for the receiver system.

In a first column 92 of the table 90, various possibilities
are provided for the transmitter system to transmit a data
symbol which may consist of any four of the waveform
patterns 32 (labeled sequentially “0,” “,” “2”” and “3” in the
table 90) using various antennas. For example, in a first row
of the column 92, two waveform patterns may first be sent
by ANT O (such as waveform patterns “A” and “B”), then
two more waveform patterns may be sent by ANT 1 (such
as waveform patterns “A” and “C”).

In a second column 94 of the table 90, extra bits are
provided as corresponding to particular antenna configura-
tions for the waveform patterns for each respective row. For
example, in a first row of the column 92, corresponding to
the first row of the table 90, the transmit system (RF
communication system 10) may transmit extra bit “0,” as
part of the second data stream 26, by transmitting the first
two waveform patterns of a data symbol via ANT 0, then
transmitting the next two waveform patterns of the data
symbol via ANT 1. The receiver system (RF communication
system 60), in turn, may receive the extra bit “0,” as part of
the second data stream 26, upon decoding the antenna index
of the received waveform patterns of the data symbol.

As part of adaptive antenna hopping, the AAH control
system 28, according to the AAH configuration 30 (and the
table 90) set by the channel estimator 74, may require the
transmit system to send a minimum number of waveform
patterns per antenna. Accordingly, the channel estimator 74
(of the receiver system), upon performing channel estima-
tion per antenna, may determine an optimal value for a
minimum number of waveform patterns to be transmitted
per antenna in order to minimize waveform pattern decoding
errors by the receiver system. For example, as shown in FIG.
6, the value for a minimum number of waveform patterns to
be transmitted per antenna may be set to two, with at least
two waveform patterns being transmitted by ANT O and at
least two waveform patterns being transmitted by ANT 1 per
data symbol.

Referring now to FIG. 7, a diagram of exemplary wave-
form patterns 32 of a data symbol 50, transmitted by the first
and second antennas 20 and 22, respectively, is provided. In
a first time period (labeled “t0”), the first antenna 20 (“ANT
0”) transmits a first waveform pattern “A.” Then, in a second
time period (labeled “t1”), the first antenna 20 (“ANT 07)
transmits a second waveform pattern “B.” Then, in a third
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time period (labeled “t3”), the second antenna 22 (“ANT 17)
transmits a third waveform pattern “A.” Finally, in a fourth
time period (labeled “t4”), the second antenna 22 (“ANT 17)
transmits a fourth waveform pattern “C.” As a result, the RF
communication system 10 transmits data symbol 1 (“S17),
and may continue to transmit remaining data symbols 50 of
a packet 44. Referring also to FIG. 8, a single receiver
antenna 62 receives each of the four waveform patterns
(“A,” “B,” “A” and “C”) at the respective times (“t0,” “t1,”
“t2” and “t3”). However, although the receiver system
observes the first data stream 24 via the received data
symbol 50 (constructed from the waveform patterns), the
second data stream 26, sent via antenna index coding by the
transmit system, is initially less apparent at the receiver
antenna 62.

Referring now to FIGS. 9 and 10, the decoding system 70
of the receiver system operates to decode the second data
stream 26. In particular, the signature library 76 may include
a predetermined set of waveform patterns per antenna,
provided by the distortion analyzer 72 via the antenna
template 48. For example, the signature library 76 may
include a first row 100 of the waveform patterns 32 corre-
sponding to the first antenna 20 (ANT 0) and a second row
102 of the waveform patterns 32 corresponding to the
second antenna 22 (ANT 1). As a result, columns 104 of the
first and second rows may correspond to each of the wave-
form patterns 32 (“A,” “B,” “C” and “D”) with their
respective signal constellation patterns as observed by the
distortion analyzer 72 (see also FIGS. 5B and 5C). Conse-
quently, the signature library 76 maintains a collection 106
of waveform patterns per antenna, which may be periodi-
cally updated via preambles 42 of packets 44.

With knowledge of the first data stream 24 decoded and/or
demodulated, such as waveform patterns “A.” “B.” “A” and
“C” of Symbol “S1” of FIGS. 6-8, the comparator engine 78
may compare such waveform patterns to corresponding
waveform patterns for various antennas from the signature
library 76. For example, with feedback 110 including the
first waveform pattern as corresponding to waveform pattern
“A” (from the first data stream 24), the comparator engine
78 may compare 112 the waveform pattern received at “t0”
with the waveform pattern of “A” for ANT O and the
waveform pattern of “A” for ANT 1 in the signature library
76. Calculating Euclidean distances between the received
waveform pattern and corresponding waveform patterns of
the signature library 76 (such as by aligning points between
signature constellation patterns and a received signal con-
stellation pattern), the comparator engine 78 may then
determine a template match 114 of which antenna sent the
waveform pattern (in this case, ANT 0).

The comparator engine 78 may proceed in like manner to
resolve the antenna index for each of the waveform patterns
of the data symbol. Then, the comparator engine 78 may
apply the template match 114 to the AAH configuration 80
to decode extra bits of the second data stream 26 (in this
case, “X1” or bit “0”).

Referring now to FIG. 11, a diagram of an alternative RF
communication system 120 (transmit system) which may be
used for wireless data transmission is provided in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the invention. Although
exemplified in FIG. 11 as a transmitter, the RF communi-
cation system 120 will also typically be part of a transceiver
in a larger wireless communicating device, such as a smart-
phone, tablet, battery powered or other device, allowing
both transmit and receive functions. For example, the RF
communication system 120 may be part of an Orthogonal
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Frequency Division Multiplexing (OFDM) communication
network, such as with respect to IEEE 802.11g or 802.11n
specifications.

The RF communication system 120 may similarly include
a controller 12 in communication with an encoder/modulator
14, and an AAH control system 28, in communication with
an AAH configuration 30, for controlling a switch 18, and
first and second antennas 20 and 22, respectively, configured
for effecting RF transmissions. However, in order to simul-
taneously transmit multiple subcarriers per time period, the
RF communication system 120 may also include first and
second RF chains 122 and 124, in communication with the
first and second antennas 20 and 22, respectively. The first
and second RF chains 122 and 124 may each typically
include a DAC, amplifiers, filters, signal conditioners and/or
other elements for effecting RF communication as known in
the art. Accordingly, the RF communication system 120 may
realize frequency domain antenna index coding, and there-
fore transmission of the second data stream 26, by the AAH
control system 28 controlling the switch 18 to selectively
switch multiple subcarrier waveform patterns among the
differing antennas, such as among the first and second
antennas 20 and 22, respectively. Although antenna index
coding in the frequency domain may include multiple RF
chains, the receiver system may still operate using only a
single RF-chain (such as the RF chain 64).

Referring now to FIG. 12, an exemplary transmission 130
which may be sent by the RF communication system 120 is
provided. The transmission 130 may include a preamble 132
followed by a packet 134 (or data payload) consisting of
multiple data symbols 140. The preamble 132 could include,
for example, a short-training field 136 and a long-training
field 138, which may be repeated. The short-training field
136 may be a start protocol recognizable by an RF receiver
such that, upon detecting the start protocol, which may be
periodic patterns in the time-domain, the RF receiver is
prepared to receive subsequent fields of the transmission
130. For example, the short-training field 136 could be a
WiFi synchronization preamble. The long-training field 138
may be used to estimate frequency offset and estimate
per-subcarrier channel gain (magnitude/phase distortion).
Accordingly, the long-training field 138 may provide a
predetermined set of subcarrier waveform patterns per
antenna (such as a known random sequence transmitted
sequentially by each transmit antenna), such that the RF
receiver may receive and recognize signal constellation
patterns for the subcarrier waveform patterns for each trans-
mit antenna (see also FIGS. 5B and 5C). Different transmit
antennas of the transmit system may each send the same
form of training preambles (such as the long-training field
138); and the receiver system, via the receiver antenna, may
receive each of the training preambles and may distinguish
the different transmit antennas by the channel distortions
over each of the training preambles. The communication
system 120 may send the transmission 130 to the RF
communication system 60 (receiver system).

Referring now to FIG. 13, a table 150 of an exemplary
adaptive antenna hopping configuration with a minimum
number of subcarrier waveform patterns per antenna corre-
sponding to extra bits which may be wirelessly communi-
cated is provided. Following resolution by the channel
estimator 74 (as described above with respect to FIG. 3), the
table 150 (which may be updated after a polling packet) may
be provided to the AAH configuration 30 for the transmitter
system and the AAH configuration 80 for the receiver
system.
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In a first column 152 of the table 90, various possibilities
are provided for the transmitter system to transmit a data
symbol which may consist of multiple subcarrier waveform
patterns across different channels in the frequency domain
(labeled sequentially “c0,” “cl,” “c2,” and so forth in the
table 150) using various antennas. For example, in a first row
of the column 152, six subcarrier waveform patterns may be
sent by ANT 0 (such as subcarrier waveform patterns “c0,”
“cl,” “c2,” “c3,” “c4” and “c5”) simultaneously with three
subcarrier waveform patterns being sent by ANT 1 (such as
subcarrier waveform patterns “c6,” “c7” and “c8”).

In a second column 154 of the table 150, extra bits are
provided as corresponding to particular antenna configura-
tions for the subcarrier waveform patterns for each respec-
tive row. For example, in a first row of the column 154,
corresponding to the first row of the column 152, the
transmit system (RF communication system 120) may trans-
mit extra bit “00,” as part of the second data stream 26, by
transmitting the first six subcarrier waveform patterns of a
data symbol via ANT 0, then transmitting the next three
subcarrier waveform patterns of the data symbol via ANT 1.
The receiver system (RF communication system 60), in turn,
may receive the extra bit “00.” as part of the second data
stream 26, upon decoding the antenna index of the received
subcarrier waveform patterns of the data symbol.

As part of adaptive antenna hopping, the AAH control
system 28, according to the AAH configuration 30 (and the
table 150) set by the channel estimator 74, may require the
transmit system to send a minimum number of subcarrier
waveform patterns per antenna. Accordingly, the channel
estimator 74 (of the receiver system), upon performing
channel estimation per antenna, may determine an optimal
value for a minimum number of subcarrier waveform pat-
terns to be transmitted per antenna in order to minimize
subcarrier waveform pattern decoding errors by the receiver
system. For example, as shown in FIG. 13, the value for a
minimum number of subcarrier waveform patterns to be
transmitted per antenna may be set to three, with at least
three subcarrier waveform patterns being transmitted by
ANT 0 and at least three subcarrier waveform patterns being
transmitted by ANT 1 per data symbol.

Referring now to FIG. 14, a diagram of exemplary
subcarrier waveform patterns of a data symbol 140, trans-
mitted by the first and second antennas 20 and 22, respec-
tively, is provided. In a first time period (labeled “t0”), the
first antenna 20 (“ANT 0) transmits subcarrier waveform
patterns “c0,” “c1,” “c2,” “c6,” “c7” and “c8.” Also in the
first time period (“t0”), the second antenna 22 (“ANT 1)
transmits subcarrier waveform patterns “c3,” “c4” and “c5.”
As a result, the RF communication system 120 transmits
data symbol 1 (“S1”), and may continue to transmit remain-
ing data symbols 140 of a packet 134. Referring also to FIG.
15, a single receiver antenna 62 receives each of the nine
subcarrier waveform patterns (“c0” through “c8”) at the
respective time (“t0”). However, although the receiver sys-
tem observes the first data stream 24 via the received data
symbol 140 (constructed from the subcarrier waveform
patterns), the second data stream 26, sent via antenna index
coding by the transmit system, is initially less apparent at the
receiver antenna 62.

Referring now to FIGS. 16 and 17, the decoding system
70 of the receiver system operates to decode the second data
stream 26. In particular, the signature library 76 may include
a predetermined set of subcarrier waveform patterns per
antenna, provided by the distortion analyzer 72 via the
long-training field 138. For example, the signature library 76
may include a first row 160 of subcarrier waveform patterns
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corresponding to the first antenna 20 (ANT 0) and a second
row 162 of subcarrier waveform patterns corresponding to
the second antenna 22 (ANT 1). As a result, columns 164 of
the first and second rows may correspond to a predetermined
sequence of each of the subcarrier waveform patterns (“c0”
through “c8”) with their respective signal constellation
patterns as observed by the distortion analyzer 72 (see also
FIGS. 5B and 5C). Consequently, the signature library 76
maintains a collection 166 of subcarrier waveform patterns
per antenna, which may be periodically updated via pre-
ambles 132 of packets 134.

Next, the comparator engine 78 may compare received
subcarrier waveform patterns to corresponding subcarrier
waveform patterns for various antennas from the signature
library 76. For example, the comparator engine 78 may
compare 172 the subcarrier waveform pattern received for
“c0” with the subcarrier waveform pattern of “c0” for ANT
0 and the subcarrier waveform pattern of “c0” for ANT 1 in
the signature library 76. Calculating Euclidean distances
between the received subcarrier waveform pattern and cor-
responding subcarrier waveform patterns of the signature
library 76 (such as by aligning points between signature
constellation patterns and a received signal constellation
pattern), the comparator engine 78 may then determine a
template match 174 of which antenna sent the subcarrier
waveform pattern (in this case, ANT 0). The comparator
engine 78 may proceed in like manner to resolve the antenna
index for each of the subcarrier waveform patterns of the
data symbol. Then, the comparator engine 78 may apply the
template match 174 to the AAH configuration 80 to decode
extra bits of the second data stream 26 (in this case, “X1” or
bits “01”).

In alternative aspects, multiple transmit antennas and/or
multiple receive antennas of varying quantities may be used.
In typical applications, one or more antennas may also be
used for both transmit and receive functions using a trans-
ceiver in one device. Also, multiple waveform patterns
and/or subcarrier waveform patterns of varying quantities
may be used.

Certain terminology is used herein for purposes of refer-
ence only, and thus is not intended to be limiting. For
example, terms such as “upper”, “lower”, “above”, and
“below” refer to directions in the drawings to which refer-
ence is made. Terms such as “front”, “back”, “rear”, “bot-
tom” and “side”, describe the orientation of portions of the
component within a consistent but arbitrary frame of refer-
ence which is made clear by reference to the text and the
associated drawings describing the component under dis-
cussion. Such terminology may include the words specifi-
cally mentioned above, derivatives thereof, and words of
similar import. Similarly, the terms “first”, “second” and
other such numerical terms referring to structures do not
imply a sequence or order unless clearly indicated by the
context.

When introducing elements or features of the present
disclosure and the exemplary embodiments, the articles “a”,
“an”, “the” and “said” are intended to mean that there are
one or more of such elements or features. The terms “com-
prising”, “including” and “having” are intended to be inclu-
sive and mean that there may be additional elements or
features other than those specifically noted. It is further to be
understood that the method steps, processes, and operations
described herein are not to be construed as necessarily
requiring their performance in the particular order discussed
or illustrated, unless specifically identified as an order of
performance. It is also to be understood that additional or
alternative steps may be employed.
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References to “a computer” and “a processor” or “a core”
can be understood to include one or more processors that can
communicate in a stand-alone and/or a distributed environ-
ment(s), and can thus be configured to communicate via
wired or wireless communications with other processors,
where such one or more processor can be configured to
operate on one or more processor-controlled devices that can
be similar or different devices. Furthermore, references to
memory, unless otherwise specified, can include one or more
processor-readable and accessible memory elements and/or
components that can be internal to the processor-controlled
device, external to the processor-controlled device, and can
be accessed via a wired or wireless network.

It is specifically intended that the present invention not be
limited to the embodiments and illustrations contained
herein and the claims should be understood to include
modified forms of those embodiments including portions of
the embodiments and combinations of elements of different
embodiments as come within the scope of the following
claims. All of the publications described herein, including
patents and non-patent publications, are hereby incorporated
herein by reference in their entireties.

What is claimed is:

1. A Radio Frequency (RF) communication system com-
prising:

first and second antennas;

an RF transmitter in communication with the first and

second antennas, the RF transmitter being operable to
send a data symbol using at least one of the first and
second antennas, the data symbol comprising a plural-
ity of waveform patterns, the data symbol forming a
first data stream; and

a control system in communication with the RF transmit-

ter, the control system being operable to send a second
data stream by selectively switching the RF transmitter
to send a first portion of the data symbol using the first
antenna and a second portion of the data symbol using
the second antenna,

wherein the first portion is a first series of waveform

patterns and the second portion is a second series of a
waveform patterns.

2. The RF communication system of claim 1, wherein the
control system is further operable to control the RF trans-
mitter to send a minimum number of waveform patterns per
antenna before switching antennas.

3. The RF communication system of claim 2, further
comprising an RF receiver, wherein the control system sets
the minimum number of waveform patterns per antenna to
a value determined by the RF receiver.

4. The RF communication system of claim 3, wherein the
RF receiver determines the value in order to minimize
waveform pattern decoding errors.

5. The RF communication system of claim 1, further
comprising an RF receiver, wherein the RF receiver stores a
collection of waveform patterns per antenna, and wherein
the RF receiver is operable to receive the second data stream
by comparing the first and second waveform patterns to the
collection of waveform patterns per antenna in order to
determine which antennas sent the first and second wave-
form patterns.

6. The RF communication system of claim 1, wherein the
first data stream comprises a plurality of data symbols and
the RF transmitter is operable to send a preamble before the
plurality of data symbols, the preamble including a start
protocol recognizable by an RF receiver.
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7. The RF communication system of claim 6, wherein the
preamble further includes an antenna template providing a
predetermined plurality of waveform patterns per antenna.

8. The RF communication system of claim 1, wherein the
first data stream is a ZigBee communication.

9. A method of RF communication using an RF transmit-
ter in communication with first and second antennas, the
method comprising:

sending a plurality of data symbols using the first and

second antennas, each data symbol comprising a plu-
rality of waveform patterns, the plurality of data sym-
bols forming a first data stream; and

sending a second data stream by selectively switching the

RF transmitter to send a first portion of the data symbol
using the first antenna and a second portion of the data
symbol using the second antenna,

wherein the first portion is a first series of waveform

patterns and the second portion is a second series of a
waveform patterns.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising storing a
collection of waveform patterns per antenna at an RF
receiver and, upon the RF receiver receiving a data symbol,
comparing the waveform patterns of the data symbol to the
collection of waveform patterns per antenna in order to
determine which antennas sent the waveform patterns of the
data symbol.

11. An RF communication system comprising:

first and second antennas;

first and second RF transmitters in communication with

the first and second antennas, respectively, the first and
second RF transmitters being operable to send a data
symbol using the first and second antennas, the data
symbol comprising a plurality of subcarrier waveform
patterns, the data symbol forming a first data stream;
and

a control system in communication with the first and

second RF transmitters, the control system being oper-
able to send a second data stream by sending a first
series of subcarrier waveform patterns using the first
antenna and a second series of subcarrier waveform
patterns using the second antenna.

12. The RF communication system of claim 11, wherein
the control system is further operable to control the first and
second RF transmitters to send a minimum number of
subcarrier waveform patterns per antenna.

13. The RF communication system of claim 12, further
comprising an RF receiver, wherein the control system sets
the minimum number of subcarrier waveform patterns per
antenna to a value determined by the RF receiver.

14. The RF communication system of claim 13, wherein
the RF receiver determines the value in order to minimize
subcarrier waveform pattern decoding errors.

15. The RF communication system of claim 11, further
comprising an RF receiver, wherein the RF receiver stores a
collection of subcarrier waveform patterns per antenna, and
wherein the RF receiver is operable to receive the second
data stream by comparing the first and second subcarrier
waveform patterns to the collection of subcarrier waveform
patterns per antenna in order to determine which antennas
sent the first and second subcarrier waveform patterns.

16. The RF communication system of claim 11, wherein
the first data stream comprises a plurality of data symbols
and the RF transmitter is operable to send a preamble before
the plurality of data symbols, the preamble including a start
protocol recognizable by an RF receiver.
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17. The RF communication system of claim 16, wherein
the preamble further includes an antenna template providing
a predetermined plurality of subcarrier waveform patterns
per antenna.

18. The RF communication system of claim 11, wherein
the first data stream is an Orthogonal Frequency Division
Multiplexing (OFDM) communication.

19. A method of RF communication using first and second
RF transmitters in communication with first and second
antennas, respectively, the method comprising:

sending a plurality of data symbols using the first and

second antennas, each data symbol comprising a plu-
rality of subcarrier waveform patterns, the plurality of
data symbols forming a first data stream; and

sending a second data stream by switching the RF trans-

mitter to send a first series of subcarrier waveform
patterns of a data symbol using the first antenna and a
second series of subcarrier waveform patterns of the
data symbol using the second antenna.

20. The method of claim 19, further comprising storing a
collection of subcarrier waveform patterns per antenna at an
RF receiver and, upon the RF receiver receiving a data
symbol, comparing the subcarrier waveform patterns of the
data symbol to the collection of subcarrier waveform pat-
terns per antenna in order to determine which antennas sent
the subcarrier waveform patterns of the data symbol.
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